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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The art of
cursive writing

TO THEEDITOR | The
Education Industry and
pseudo-intellectual edu-
cators have pushed more
money forthe arts in schools
for awell-rounded educa-
tion. They insist such art
programs make thestudents
smarter.

On the other hand, cursive
writing is being banished
from education. Brilliant
educatorssee no need for
that skill. This is an indica-
tor of the lack of vision and
foresight of thosewe give so
much credit for intelligence.

Cursive writing is an art
exercise for all students,
whether pursuing art or
not. It teaches control of the
pen, pencil, brush and mind.
Following the curves and
adding one’s owncreativ-
ity to their style. A schoolin
Georgia had students copy-
ing Islamic texts astraining
in calligraphy, yet cursive
English is being dismissed as
unnecessary.

Could it be the Education
Industry’s pushing of more
money to arts programs is
about themoney; not about
art? My observations show
education leadership is more
interested inmoney than art.
They’re more interested in
money than education!

Cursive writing presents
an inherent introduction
to art with the potential
toimpart art skills to all
students. Yet shortsighted
and money-blinded educa-
tors cannot see beyondtheir
greed, their green (money).

Gerald J. Furnkranz
Millport

Jill Stein would
break status quo

TO THEEDITOR |As the
year has progressed, we are
seeing an election where
more and more people are
dissatisfied with the status
quo. Business as usual
maintained by a corpo-
rate controlled two-party
systemis no longer seen as
viable.

With the Democrats and
Republicans, we are faced
with the two most unsat -
isfactory candidates for
president. Oneis a corporate
warmonger who only pays
lip service toliberal social
issues, while the otheris a
rich sociopathic embodi-
ment of the corporate
mentality. With these two
candidates the marginal-
ized people of this country
who have suffered the loss
of freedom due to income
inequality, debt, and cor-
porate personhood will be
ignored.

Bernie Sanders should be
thanked for bringing these
issues to the forefront, but
he too fell victim to the
exclusion of the two-party
system. There needs to be
anew plan to talk about
these issues outside of the
failed attempt to reform the
Democratic Party.

Jill Stein, running as the
Green Party candidate, is
that plan. Her campaign
based on the Green New
Deal and the values of
peace, ecology, justice, and
democracy is the only option
left for those who want real
change in our nation. The
American Dreamrequires
the completion of the
promise set forth by the
founders, taking their ideals
seriously by fighting against
the authoritarian nature of

corporatism, militarism,
and fundamentalism. That
means that the poor, minor-
ities, women, and others
who have been marginalized
must have a seat at the table.
AndJill Stein is the best way
to achieve that goal.

Darin Robbins
Corning

Church launches
SonShine Ministry

Boyd’s Corners Bible
Church wrapped up its
inaugural SonShine Minis-
try on Thursday, July 28.
Throughout the month of
July the ministry was held
at two different sites in
Cameron; Mondays and
Wednesdays at the Cam-
eron Fire Department;
Tuesdays and Thursdays
at the Cameron Valley
Estates mobile home park.

BCBC partnered with
the Addison Central
School food services
department to provide
free breakfast and lunch
for all youth under the age
of 18 through the USDA
Summer Lunch program.
Between meals, church
members facilitated games
and a daily Bible lesson for
kids that wanted to partic-
ipate. Over three hundred
meals were served during
the course of the ministry!

Because this was the
first time the church
offered this ministry,
there were a great deal
of “unknowns” regard-
ing the outcome of the
program. Despite this,
the program was hugely
successful and plans will
be developed later this
year to expand the min-
istry to other areas of the
community next summer.
There were many indi-
viduals involved with
different components of
the program, from food
preparation to regula-
tory compliance and site
logistics.

Boyd’s Corners
Bible Church wishes to
acknowledge our appre-
ciation to the following
individuals: Pam Drumm,
GST BOCES Summer
Lunch coordinator; Julie
Mitchell, Norma Yarka
and Jill Barker, ACS
Food Services; Tammy
Hoad, Pam Kerr and Dale
Woodworth, Cameron
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment; Sara Smith and Rick
O’Brien, Cameron Valley
Estates; and Sam Poll-
inger, NYS Department of
Health.

Boyd’s Corners Bible
Church is an indepen-
dent, nondenominational,
fundamental bible church
located at 4740 County
Route 21, Jasper. For more
information about the
church or its ministries,
call 792-3581 e-mail
BoydsCornersBC@Fron-
tier.com.

Pastor Terry Moore
Boyd’s Corners Bible Church

Choose principles
over your party

TO THE EDITOR |
Attending the Republican
National Convention, Tom
Reed called the trip a good
investment for the 23rd
District and said he was
satisfied with the direction
of the Republican Party.
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¢ Follow us on Twitter

The Leader: @thenewsleaderl
Bob Benz: @theleaderbenz

Stephen Borgna: @theleaderborgna

Stella DuPree: @theleaderdupree

Jeff Smith: @theleadersmith

Shawn Vargo: @theleadervargo
Eric Wensel: @theleaderwensel

COLUMN

Taking responsibility
in a throw-away society

recently that Steuben

County intends to
apply for agrant under a
new state program, which
I'was grateful to help lead
theeffort to establish as
part of this year’s state
budget, that’s allocat -
ing $3 million in state
funding through the state
Environmental Protection
Fund(EPF) to help localities
offset the ever-rising costs
of collecting andrecycling
electronic wastes.

Steuben County, unlike
many other localities,
allowsresidents to dis-
poseof E-waste (television
sets, computer monitors
and the like) free of chargeat
the county landfill and its
three transfer stations. But
it’s become anincreasingly

I t was great toread

STATE SEN. TOM O’MARA

And anothernod to
this year’s action to
strengthen and fully fund
the EPFwhich, asI've
stressed repeatedly in my
role as chairman of the
SenateEnvironmental
Conservation Commit -
tee, represents one of the
strongestactions we’ve
ever taken in New York
government to benefit
local economies, environ-
ments and taxpayers. Here’s
another example. The

regard to the CRT’s enter-
ingthe waste stream. I'll
continue pushing this
reform, along withestab-
lishing a Paint Stewardship
Program, torelieve the
burden onmunicipalities for
these important but costly
recycling programs. We
needto address the chal-
lenge on along-term basis
through statutory reform.
Altogether, however, it's
another example of how the
EPF is akey source of state
aid assisting local commu-
nities and it’s why so many
environmental conservation
and protection advocates,
who have been fighting for
a fullyfunded EPF for years,
are hailing this year’s action
as a great victory. Studies
have shown, for example,
that for every dollar of EPF

the fight against invasive
species; enhance farmland
conservation;encourage
smart growth communi-
ties, including renewable
energy initiatives;boost
farm-to-school strategies
to connect local schools to
local farmers;and restore
more than $9 million for
critical agricultural program
cutsproposed by Gover -
nor Cuomo that would
have impacted 30 different
programs.

The new E-waste Grant
Program will be admin-
istered through the New
York State Department of
Environmental Conserva-
tion’s (DEC) Household
Hazardous Waste State
Assistance Program.
Municipalities will be eli-
gible forreimbursement of

expensive undertaking, recycling of E-waste has fundsinvested inland and up to 50 percent of eligible
which is why thisnew grant  become extremelyburden-  water protection, thestate ~ expenses incurred for col-
program isa particularly some and costly for local andlocalities get backseven  lection and recycling of
important short-term, governmentsand property ~ dollars in economic ben- e-waste between April 1,
local cost-relief action. In taxpayers. efits. In short, it makes great 2016 and March 31,2017.
SteubenCounty’s case, New York State Associa-  environmentaland eco- Application materials,
it will allow the county to tion of Counties Executive nomic sense guidance documents, and
continue providing the Director Stephen J.Acquario Onthe EPF, the Business  important information
recyclingservice free of has said, “Many counties Council of New York states,  forElectronic Waste Assis-
charge - which is great end up absorbing the costs “The programscontained tance Grants are available on
news for local taxpayers of recyclingthe electronic inthe EPF are incred- the DEC website at:http://
andthelocal environment.  waste disposed of by their ibly diverse and touch www.dec.ny.gov/chemi-
“What we’re doing that residents. Thisreimburse-  every New Yorker’slife cal/8778.html. Applications
is different than many mentwill provide much in some manner through for funding will beaccepted
places is we don’t charge needed financial supportto  land conservation, urban from October 3 to October
afee because we're afraid our counties for therespon-  forestry, sustainablewater-  31,2016.
people will take the elec- sible collection and recycling  front planning, agricultural For questions about
tronics and throwthemout  of electronic waste.” sustainability, pollution E-Waste Assistance Grants,
by aroadside,” said Steu- Soit’san action that preventionprograms and emailRecyclingGrants@
ben County Department makes economic, fiscal more. The Business Coun-  dec.ny.gov or contact the
of Public Works Commis- and environmental sense cilwaspleasedtojoinwith ~ Department of Environ-
sioner Vince Spagnoletti, forlocal communities,local  nearly 150 organizations mentalConservation at
noting how the assistance government, localtaxpay-  fromevery corner of New 518-402-8678.
helps the countyfinan- ers, and local economies.But ~ York in advocating for this
cially and environmentally.  thisisatemporaryfix.Real =~ boldaction.” —State Sen. Tom O’Mara
“This grant will really reform to the E-waste law It will be an enduring represents New York’s
make this costworkable. So  isneeded toensure that achievement for future 58th Senate District, which
we can keep taking these manufacturers of electronic  generations of New York- includes Steuben, Che-
CRT’s and electronics at products are sufficiently ersand communities. t will ~ mung, Schuyler and Yates
no charge.” Great work by coveringthe full cost of assistlocal parks, trailsand ~ counties, and a portion of
Steuben County. recycling, particularly in waterfronts; helpstep up Tompkins County.
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A Whingblinger of an invitation

re you looking to
help our com-
munity thrive

culturally? The Corning-
Painted Post Historical
Society invites you to
attend and help us pres-
ent our largest event, the
Whingblinger Fall Heri-
tage Festival, Sept. 24,
Sat.,10 a.m.-4 p.m., at
Heritage Village of the
Southern Finger Lakes, 73
W. Pulteney St., Corn-
ing. We are looking for
volunteers, arts and crafts
demonstrators,food pro-
ducers, and sponsors.
This fun family adven-
ture attracts 500 visitors.

The Whingblinger features
old time music, enter-
tainment, arts and crafts
demonstrations, fund-
raiser raffles (thank you
Corning Area Chamber
of Commerce, Dippity Do
Dahs, Radisson Hotel, and
Patterson Inn), bake sale,
country store, and lunch.
We will have tents, to run
rain or shine. All of our
Heritage Village build-
ingswill be open to tour.
Our call for artists and
craft artisans is for pre-1925
skills. There is no exhibi-
tor fee. Exhibitorsmust
have educational com-
ponents to their displays

and demonstrations. Or,
do youhave farmanimals?
We are looking for a ‘Black
Beauty’ for driving carriage
demonstrations.

Would you like to help us
at the Whingblinger? Vol-
unteers sign up for 3-hour
shifts. We valueall our vol-
unteers. Annually, 5,000
people visit us plus our
branch museum, Painted
Post-ErwinMuseum at the
Depot, 277 Steuben St.,
Painted Post.

Do you just love
this area and want to
help us continue our
educational mission?
Whingblinger sponsorship

opportunities range
from $25 to $500. Event
admission is $5, free for
CPPHS members plus

16 and under. Heritage
Village’s key attraction is
our 1796 Benjamin Pat -
tersonInn. It is Corning’s
oldest building. We want
to keep it for many more
generations to enjoy.

For information about
our Whingblinger, go to
www.HeritageVillag-
eSFL.org, Special Events.

—Sheri and Leon Golder,
Board Members, Corning-
Painted Post Historical
Society



